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Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

Introduction
Southeast College does not currently participate in federal or state financial aid programs. However, the institution maintains a Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) policy that is structured in alignment with federal regulatory standards and accreditor expectations to ensure consistent monitoring of student academic progress.

Under federal regulations, students receiving Title IV financial aid must make Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) toward completion of their program to remain eligible for aid. SAP standards generally include maintaining a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA), successfully completing at least 67% of attempted coursework (quantitative progress), and completing the program within 150% of the published program length (maximum timeframe).

Although Southeast College does not currently offer financial aid, the College has designed its SAP Policy to promote accountability, academic achievement, and timely program completion. The institution evaluates each student’s academic progress at the end of each evaluation period based on the standards outlined below. Academic transcripts for transfer students are reviewed using the same SAP standards to ensure consistency in evaluating cumulative progress.

All students are required to maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress to remain in good academic standing. These SAP standards are established for institutional monitoring purposes and do not replace or override the College’s separate academic policies and graduation requirements.

SAP Requirements
Academic progress is based on three measures: cumulative grade-point average or percentage (Qualitative standard), completion rate based on hours/units earned compared to hours/units attempted (Quantitative standard), and a maximum time frame for program completion. The following describes SC’s standards for each of these measures.

Students in a Clock Hour (Certificate Program)
	Minimum GPA
	Per Term Completion Rate (Quantitative) – Cumulative Credit Hours Completed/Cumulative Credit Hours Attempted
	Overall Max Time Frame

	2.0
	67%
	150% of Scheduled Program Length





Grades of Withdrawal (W), Incomplete (I), and Failing (F) will count as attempted hours, but will NOT count as earned hours.

Minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average (Qualitative)
The minimum cumulative GPA for a student in a clock hour program at the end of each payment period to maintain eligibility is 2.0.

Per Term Completion Rate/Pace of Progression (Quantitative)
A student in a clock hour program must complete all scheduled clock hours in the payment period to maintain eligibility.

Maximum Time Frame
The maximum time frame may not exceed 150% of the published program length. All clock hours or credit hours attempted are counted toward this maximum time frame, regardless of whether the student received financial assistance at any point during enrollment.

Hours attempted include repeated courses, failed courses, withdrawals, and accepted transfer hours. Students are required to complete all program requirements within 150% of the standard published length of the certificate program (measured in clock hours) or degree program (measured in credit hours). Failure to complete the program within this timeframe may result in academic dismissal in accordance with institutional policy.

Students in certificate programs (as measured in clock hours)
Example: If your program requires 900 clock hours, you must complete your program by the time you attempt 1,350 clock hours (900 x 150% = 1,350).

Evaluation and Notification of Eligibility
Minimum progress standards are evaluated at the end of each payment (term) period. At the end of each term of enrollment, students must earn the minimum cumulative GPA, minimum number of credit hours, and be within the maximum time frame.

Hours Attempted
All clock hours or credit hours attempted during a student’s enrollment are included in the calculation of the maximum time frame, regardless of whether the student received financial assistance. Attempted hours include all coursework in which a student is enrolled, including withdrawals, incomplete grades, failing grades, repeated courses, and transfer credits accepted by the College.

Repeated Coursework
Students may repeat a previously passed course; however, the repeated course will count toward enrollment for eligibility purposes only once.



Academic Progress Status
SAP Status
	Academic Progress
	Status
	Result

	Meeting Completion Rate and Minimum GPA/Percentage
	Eligible
	Eligible

	1st Failure
	Warning
	Provisional Eligibility

	2nd Consecutive Failure
	Denied
	Not Eligible



Warning
Academic Warning is assigned to a student who fails to meet SAP standards at the end of an evaluation period. A student placed on Academic Warning may continue enrollment for one additional evaluation period. To clear the Warning status, the student must meet the required cumulative GPA and quantitative completion standards by the end of the warning period.

If the student fails to meet the required standards by the conclusion of the warning period, the student may be placed on Academic Probation or dismissed in accordance with institutional policy.

Students may regain good academic standing by meeting the required cumulative GPA and completion percentage at the end of a subsequent evaluation period. Withdrawal from the College does not reset or eliminate prior SAP standing upon re-entry; previous academic performance remains part of the SAP evaluation.

Appeal Procedures
A student who does not meet SAP requirements may submit a written appeal if extenuating circumstances prevented them from satisfying the required qualitative (GPA) and/or quantitative (completion rate or maximum time frame) standards. Extenuating circumstances may include, but are not limited to, serious illness or injury of the student, the death of an immediate family member, or other significant events beyond the student’s control.

Appeals are not automatic and are reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Students must submit a completed appeal form, a written explanation detailing the circumstances that affected their academic performance, supporting documentation, and a completed academic plan (if required) by the established deadline.





If the appeal is approved, the student may be placed on Academic Probation and must comply with all conditions outlined in the approved academic plan. Failure to meet the terms of the probationary status may result in dismissal in accordance with institutional policy.

Suspension
Academic Suspension is a status assigned to a student who fails to meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) standards after a period of Academic Warning, fails to meet SAP while on Academic Probation, or does not satisfy the conditions outlined in an approved Academic Plan (Reestablish status). Students placed on Academic Suspension are not in good academic standing and may be subject to dismissal in accordance with institutional policy. To clear a Suspension status, a student must either submit a successful appeal that is approved by the College or independently reestablish compliance with the minimum SAP standards by the end of the next evaluation period, as permitted by institutional policy.

Probation
A student who fails to meet SAP and has an approved appeal will be provided with a one-term academic plan. At the end of one term on ‘Probation’, the student must meet the SAP standards’ terms and conditions.

Ineligible
Ineligible Status is assigned to a student who fails to meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) standards and whose appeal has been denied. Students placed in Ineligible Status are not in good academic standing and may not continue enrollment in the subsequent term unless they independently reestablish compliance with the institution’s minimum SAP requirements, in accordance with College policy.	
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